
SENIORS COUNCIL

A Community Resource 

& 

Service Provider for Seniors



What is the Seniors Council?

¸ A 501(c)(3) 
organization, serving 
San Benito, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Clara, & Monterey 
Counties

¸ Mission Statement

It is the mission of the 
Seniors Council to 
enable older persons to 
function with 
independence and 
dignity in their homes 
and in the community 
to their fullest capacity.



The Seniors Council Operates 

Five Separate Programs

1) Project SCOUT

2) Foster Grandparent Program

3) Senior Companion Program

4) Tri-County In-Kind Program

5) Area Agency on Aging (AAA)



Project SCOUT 

(Senior Citizens OUTreach)
¸ Provides FREE tax 

assistance to seniors and 
low-income families

¸ Trains & supports local 
volunteers to become IRS 
certified tax preparers

¸ Brings over 
$1,000,000.00 in refunds 
to seniors, low-income 
working families, and 
individuals with 
disabilities



Foster Grandparent Program & 

Senior Companion Program

¸Recruits, trains, and supports low-income 
seniors who are available to help others

¸Places seniors in local schools, adult care 
centers, probation, etc. at little or no cost 
to the site

¸Provides $165-$230/month in non-taxable 
stipends to the senior volunteers

¸Provides 200,000 volunteer hours to the 
community



Tri-County In-Kind Program

¸ Agencies distribute goods 
to needy families & 
individuals

¸ In 2008 alone, 

the Tri-County In-Kind 
Program distributed over 
$800,000 worth of 
products to local 
agencies, at a cost of 
only $30,000

¸ Tons of items headed for 
landfills are given to the 
poor and vulnerable



Area on Aging Agency (AAA)

¸Serves as the Santa 

Cruz & San Benito 

County planning and 

oversight entity for 

state & federal 

programs for seniors 

and their caregivers

¸ Provides a focal point for 

coordination of local 

senior services

¸ Advocates on behalf of 

seniors and their families

¸ Provides expertise to 

private, public, and non-

profit organizations

¸ Comments on local plans 

affecting seniors


